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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1, 8, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by ITSA Products. 

3. As to claims 1 and 10, ITSA Products discloses a lenticular image 
comprising: 

a first image of a first individual (p. 2); 

a second image of a second individual (p. 2); 

and a plurality of computer generated morphed images wherein each of 
said plurality of morphed images shows a progressive stage of morphing 
between said first individual and said second individual (p. 1-2, beginning and 
ending images are requested to generate morphs in between). 

ITSA Products does not explicitly disclose that the first individual and 
second individual are related. However, there is no reason to expect that the 
invention of ITSA Products would not function if the two individuals being 
morphed were related. While the ITSA Products reference does not recite the 
intended use of making a "familial" image, ITSA Products would end up with the 
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same result as the claimed invention if images of related individuals were used 
as a beginning image and an ending image. 

4. As to claim 8, ITSA Products discloses an image wherein rotation of said 
lenticular image causes said first individual to appear to transition to said second 
individual (p. 2, a morph between two individuals using a lenticular lens is 
disclosed). 

5. As to claim 9, ITSA Products discloses an image wherein rotation of said 
lenticular image causes said second individual to appear to transition to said first 
individual (p. 2, a morph between two individuals using a lenticular lens is 
disclosed). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over ITSA Products in view of Burson (U.S. Patent 4,276,570). 

8. As to claim 2, ITSA Products does not disclose an image wherein a 
software program resizes a second image of said second individual to 
approximately a size of said first image of said first Individual. Burson, however, 
discloses a method of using computer software to align a standard map with an 
old face, and then resize a young face to match the standard map (col. 6, lines 
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31-37). The motivation for this is to make the faces "match", so that the only 
differences detected are between faces, as opposed to scales of the pictures 
(col. 2, lines 5-13). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify 
ITSA Products to resize images prior to transformation in order to make sure 
differences were based on the actual faces instead of backgrounds as taught by 
Burson. 

9. As to claim 3, ITSA Products does not disclose an image wherein a 
software program centers a position of said second individual in said second 
image to a relative position in said second image to approximately the same 
relative position of said first individual in said first image. Burson, however, 
discloses a method for transitioning between two faces that centers the faces 
(col. 6, lines 31-37; manipulating a "standard map" to line up map nodes reads 
on centering). The motivation for this is to make the faces "match", so that the 
only differences detected between the faces are related to the actual person, and 
not just differences in the scales of the pictures (col. 2, lines 5-1 3). It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify ITSA Products to center 
images prior to transformation in order to make sure differences were based on 
the actual faces instead of backgrounds as taught by Burson. 

10. As to claim 4, Burson discloses an image wherein said positions are 
centered based on a relative position of said subject's eyes (col. 2, lines 43-51 ; 
eyes are included in the map used to center faces). 

1 1 . Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
ITSA Products in view of Horii (U.S. Patent 5,850,463). 
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12. As to claim 5. ITSA Products does not expressly disclose an image 
wherein a background color in each of said images is standardized. ITSA 
Products does recommend the use of a constant background for better morphs 
(p. 2), giving the motivation for a standardizing method, but not teaching such a 
method outright. Horii, however, discloses a "facial image processing apparatus" 
which includes "a base background facial image" (col. 8, lines 45-60). It would ^ 
have been obvious to modify ITSA Products to standardize the background as 
taught by Horii in order to better morph images as mentioned in the disclosure of 
ITSA Products above. 

13. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over ITSA Products in view of Lipton (U.S. Patent 6,366,281). 

14. As to claim 6, ITSA Products does not expressly disclose an image 
wherein morphing software generates additional images between said first and 
second image so that said first individual appears to transition at a regular rate 
from said first individual to said second individual. While a regular rate would 
normally be assumed for a morphing apparatus, it is not clear whether ITSA 
Products discloses this. Lipton, however, discloses a transition morph, that will 
generate a middle frame halfway between a beginning frame and an ending 
frame (col. 8, lines 39-44). The motivation for this is to produce a continuum of 
views (col. 4, lines 1-12). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
modify ITSA Products to transition a morph at a regular rate in order to produce a 
continuum of views as taught by Lipton. Because claim 7 is simply a repetition of 
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the steps of claim 6 for a second and third image, the above rejection applies to 
claim 7 as well. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Richer whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7790. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 
8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Matthew Bella can be reached on (571) 272-7778. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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